AUCTION PINOCHLE WITH A WIDOW

Any player may shuffle the deck, the dealer shuffling last,
Player at dealer's right cuts the deck, leaving at least 5
cards in each portion of the deck. If this player refuses to
cut, no one else may do so.

Each active player is dealt a total of 15 cards face down,
with 3 going to the center of the table, also face down.
These cards are called the "widow" or "talon," or "blind,"
or "kitty." If there are four players to a table, the dealer
takes no cards. If there are five players, the dealer gives no
cards to himself or to the player at his left. The deal may
be made in either of the following ways: (1) 3 cards at a
time to each player in the first round, beginning at dealer's
left and going to the left. Then 3 cards to the widow. Then
3 more to each player until the entire deck has been dealt
out, (2) Or, 4 cards at a time in the first round and then 3
to the widow. After that, two rounds of 4 cards each and
then a final round of 3 cards.

In any case the 3 cards for the widow must be dealt on
the first round, and no fewer than 3 and no more than 4
cards may be dealt to a player at one time.

The turn to deal passes to the left after every game and
goes around the table in rotation to each player.

3             To be the highest bidder, name the trump suit and make

Objects of   enough in scoring combinations (melds) and counting cards
the Game   to fulfill the contract; or, as opponents, to prevent the
highest bidder from fulfilling his contract.

The melds and their values are given in Sec. 8, page 350.
The Melds   The rules for making melds are as follows:
a.  A card used in a meld of one class also may he used
in a meld of, a different class.
Example: If a player melds a marriage in spades (K-Q),
which is in class A, the king could also be melded as part of
80 kings, which is in class C, while the queen could be used
as part of 60 queens (class C) and part of a pinochle (class
B).
b.  A card used in a meld of one class may not also be
used as part of another meld of the same class. Thus, if a
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